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From the Advisory Board Chair

Marked by the appointment of France Córdova as our president, 2021 was a critical year for the Alliance. 
In France, we have a renowned scientific leader with deep experience in academic and government 
settings and a keen appreciation of the vital role philanthropy plays in advancing science.

Under France’s leadership, and with strong support from the Advisory Board, the Alliance embarked 
this year on a strategic planning process that promises to position the organization for success well into 
the future. No doubt, enlarging the base of philanthropy for science and improving the effectiveness 
of philanthropy for science will remain cornerstones of our mission. This is the purpose that brings us 
together and that continues to attract new members to our cause.

As illustrated by the examples described in this report, working together as a community of science 
funders enables us to accomplish more for science than by working in isolation. Thanks to all the members 
who have joined in this effort, we made tangible progress through 2021 and are well-positioned for the 
year ahead.

Harvey V. Fineberg, MD, PhD
President, Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation
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Introduction

We might describe 2021 as a year of virtual ventures. While 
challenged to do its work of advising and connecting only online, 
the Alliance staff were able to recruit new philanthropists to 
science and link its members through creative new efforts and 
partnerships. We added six members to the Alliance, bringing 
the total to 35 as of January 1, 2022. These members add to the 
diversity and breadth of science funding. The Alliance staff also 
completed 84 advising projects for philanthropists, opened 65 
new projects, and influenced more than $127 million in science 
funding. We felt significant enthusiasm from our members around 
shared interests in the culture of science and evaluation of the 
impact of their giving. 

When I became the president of the Alliance on May 1, we 
revitalized a strategic planning process to better define our 
path forward. Our members and staff inform the planning, which 
should culminate in mid-2022 with increased clarity around 
important questions as to how we can better fulfill our mission 
to advance science through philanthropy. We restructured 
the organization to expand capabilities in event planning and 
information technology. We made noticeable enhancements to 
our communications and website content. And I joined several 
members, including foundation presidents and program officers, 
in publishing reflective thought pieces about the nature and 
purpose of science philanthropy, diversity, equity, and inclusion 
in science, and science communications. 

As we move into a new year, we look back with gratitude to our 
members for their commitment to the mission of the Alliance and 
to its success as a platform for engagement among philanthropists 
who want to invest in science, especially in underfunded areas with 
a high risk, high reward profile. In the following pages we share 
stories and data that illustrate the work of the Alliance—a year of 
virtual ventures advising and connecting science philanthropists 
to accelerate scientific discovery, improve the culture of science, 
and expand the reach and public understanding of science. 

2021 By the Numbers
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84

$127M

France A. Córdova, Ph.D.
President, Science Philanthropy Alliance
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Advising Philanthropists

Drawing on the expertise of its staff, distinguished senior science advisors, and a membership base of 
leading science funders, the Alliance advises philanthropists on giving to basic research. These projects 
range from exploratory work and strategy definition all the way to the sourcing and vetting of proposals. 

In 2021, the Alliance advised 50 philanthropic 
organizations—eight of which were new 
advisees—and completed 84 advising 
projects. This is a marked increase from the 
year prior, which saw 47 advisees and 64 
projects completed. In total, the Alliance’s 
advising work in 2021 influenced more than 
$127 million in science funding.

Customized Services to Match Philanthropists at Each Stage of their Journey

Spotlight 

Mentorship Matters: The Alliance’s work with the Shanahan Family Charitable Foundation

Advising Projects Completed Annually (2016-2021)

Number of Completed Projects
100

Given the varied interests and experience of 
philanthropists, the Alliance prides itself on 
tailored engagements specific to the needs 
of each advisee. 
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As active members of the scientific community, Elaine and Stuart Sevier have seen first-hand the value of 
quality mentorship in academia. At its best, the guidance and support these unique relationships provide 
can unlock new levels of scientific breakthroughs and bolster well-being during challenging times in 
academia. A 2018 report by the National Academies identified increased accessibility to quality mentorship 
as a fundamental component of graduate STEM education in the 21st century. Despite this, the access 
to and quality of these important relationships remain inconsistent at best, with strong ramifications for 
the sustainability, reproducibility, and creativity of academic science. Through their participation in the 
Shanahan Family Charitable Foundation, Elaine and Stuart saw an opportunity to help establish quality 
mentorship as the norm for scientists.

https://www.nap.edu/catalog/25038/graduate-stem-education-for-the-21st-century
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Advising Philanthropists

“Stuart and I both benefited from tremendous mentors during our graduate and postdoctoral education, but 
we also saw how that wasn’t a universal experience,” said Elaine. “Right now there are almost no feedback 
mechanisms between funders and the individuals they support, which incentivizes hypercompetitive 
research environments that promote quantity over quality of research at the expense of researcher well-
being. As members of a foundation that funds scientific research, we felt a responsibility to make sure 
future generations of researchers had the support they needed to thrive academically, creatively, and as 
individuals.”

The Shanahan Family Charitable Foundation, which invests in scientific research, education, and social 
services first began working with the Alliance as an advisee in 2019. The foundation has made full use of 
the Alliance’s scientific expertise and network of partners through projects ranging from the review and 
vetting of proposals to partnership-building efforts that help the foundation understand and engage with 
the landscape of like-minded funders. When it came to their interest in mentorship, the foundation faced 
a fundamental question many philanthropists encounter: How do you translate an impactful personal 
experience into a program that scales for the broader benefit of society? That leap from theory of impact 
to programmatic strategy is one that the Alliance’s advising staff is well-versed in navigating.

“Elaine and Stuart’s passion for mentorship was obvious from the start. 
It was an area where they knew they could make an impact with their 
funding, so our job was to help them bring that passion to life with the 
right partners,” said Elizabeth Weiss, advisor at the Alliance. 
“Through conversations with other philanthropists, 
leading academics in the field, and our senior science 
advisors, we helped the foundation hone in on a 
partnership that not only celebrated great mentors but 
puts mentorship at the center of scientific culture.”

In the end, the foundation chose to partner with the 
National Academies for one of their projects to advance this work. With funding from the foundation, 
the new Roundtable on Mentorship, Well-being, and Creativity in Scientific Research will “explore the 
connections between the mentorship of graduate students and postdoctoral scholars and scientific 
creativity and innovation.” Launched in January 2022, the roundtable will bring together a broad array 
of leaders for at least three years to advance the field of mentorship through convenings and research 
specifically focused on the experiences of graduate students and postdoctoral scholars. In conjunction 
with the roundtable, the foundation is exploring ways to celebrate achievements in mentorship through 
awards and conferences.

“Science can be so grand that we forget that real people making day-to-day decisions lay behind 
our greatest discoveries,” said Stuart. “The roundtable is geared to make sure that both the scientific 
community and funders understand the link between a researcher’s well-being and their ability to think 
creatively and carefully. We believe wholeheartedly that understanding this link will lead to true scientific 
breakthroughs. We’re very excited that the Alliance has helped us translate this message into such a 
promising program.”

Now a member of the Alliance, the Shanahan Family Charitable Foundation continues to work with the 
Alliance’s advisors and has become an active member of the community—both learning from and sharing 
their knowledge with other funders. Given the importance of mentorship to the research enterprise, the 
Alliance is grateful to have an emerging philanthropic leader on the topic among its members.



Victor McCrary

Vice President for Research and Graduate Programs at the University 
of the District of Columbia, speaking at an Alliance event on how 
philanthropy can support scientific research at MSIs.

The first thing you’ve got to decide among yourselves is, do you really want 
to have transactional relationships or transformative relationships? If you 
want to have transformative relationships, that means there’s an agreement 
of intentionality and investment in time.

Featured Speakers in 2021
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Sharing Promising Practices

Since its founding in 2013, the Alliance has established itself as the preeminent convener of leaders in 
philanthropy and science, bringing together expertise to catalyze collaboration and share promising 
practices across the science philanthropy community. As Alliance members continued to navigate the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the organization hosted nine virtual events in 2021 to explore pressing questions 
facing the community, identify emerging opportunities, and share work from varied fields. 

These events ranged from quarterly members’ meetings drawing nearly 100 attendees to intimate 
roundtable discussions. This included a panel discussion in December with leaders from minority-serving 
institutions (MSIs) for an exploration of how philanthropy can provide meaningful, sustainable support for 
scientific research at MSIs. In January, the Alliance partnered with the Rita Allen Foundation and Wellcome 
to shed light on underfunded opportunities in pain research, and gatherings in May and October covered 
how philanthropy can maximize its partnerships with government.

In addition to these formal events, the Alliance’s member-driven shared interest groups on diversity, equity, 
and inclusion (DEI), and measurement, learning, and evaluation (MEL) continued their deep dives with 
regular meetings and guest speakers. Launched in 2020, these focused learning communities each have 
active participants from more than a dozen Alliance member organizations and will continue into 2022.

Ishmail Abdus-Saboor 
Mitchell J. Blutt  & Margo Krody Blutt 
Presidential Assistant Professor of Biology, 
University of Pennsylvania 

Naomi Azrieli
CEO and Chair, Azrieli Foundation

Twyla Baker
President, Nueta Hidatsa Sahnish College

Kathleen Foley
Attending Neurologist Emeritus, Memorial Sloan 
Kettering Cancer Center; Professor Emeritus of 
Neurology, Neuroscience, & Clinical Pharmacology, 
Weill Medical College of Cornell University

Andrea Ghez
2020 Nobel Laureate in Physics, Lauren B. 
Leichtman & Arthur E. Levine Professor of 
Astrophysics, UCLA

Freeman Hrabowski 
President, University of Maryland – Baltimore County

Kei Koizumi 
Acting Director and Chief of Staff, 
White House Office of Science and Technology Policy

Nancy Lindborg 
President and CEO, 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation 
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Tom Maniatis 
Evnin Family Scientific Director and CEO, 
New York Genome Center

Victor McCrary 
Vice President for Research and Graduate 
Programs, University of the District of Columbia; 
Vice Chair of the National Science Board

Alondra Nelson 
Deputy Director for Science and Society, White 
House Office of Science and Technology Policy

Lynda Stuart
Deputy Director, Vaccine & Biologics Discovery & 
Global Health Discovery Collaboratory, 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 

Adela de la Torre 
President, San Diego State University; Governing 
Board Member of the Hispanic Association of 
Colleges and Universities

Tor Wagner 
Diana L. Taylor Distinguished Professor in 
Neuroscience, Dartmouth College

Irene Tracey 
Warden, Merton College; 
Professor of Anaesthetic Neuroscience & Pro-Vice 
Chancellor, University of Oxford

Spotlight

More than the Sum of its Parts: The Many Benefits of Public-Private Partnerships

Emblazoned across a wall at one Alliance member’s headquarters is the African proverb, “If you want to 
go fast, go alone. If you want to go far, go together.” For science philanthropists looking to maximize the 
impact of their investments, the spirit of this saying is reflected in their growing interest in public-private 
partnerships (PPPs). By combining the complementary strengths of philanthropy and government, 
funders in both sectors are realizing the transformative impact of these partnerships.

In May, the Alliance hosted leaders from the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy 
(OSTP) to help members understand the Biden administration’s science agenda and what role it sees 
philanthropy playing. “We’re at a once-in-a-generation moment for transformation,” said Kei Koizumi, 
acting director and chief of staff at OSTP. “To meet that moment, I think the U.S. government and the 
philanthropic community need to work together more closely than ever before.” 

But willingness alone doesn’t make a PPP work. To dig deeper into how to craft and make the most of these 
partnerships, the Alliance convened in August a members’ salon featuring Simons Foundation President 

Alondra Nelson

Deputy Director for Science and Society at OSTP speaking at the 
Alliance’s May 2021 members’ meeting.

We don’t just want great science to be produced, we want it to work and live 
and transform the world. In order to do that, social science can help answer 
questions about when and why things work, who they work for, and who 
they don’t work for.
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David Spergel and Kumar Garg, senior managing director and head of partnerships at Schmidt Futures. 
The discussion was moderated by Alliance President France Córdova, who lent her own expertise as 
the former director of the National Science Foundation (NSF). Drawing on their experience across 
government, philanthropy, and academia, the speakers encouraged members to rethink some of the 
traditional notions about working with government. 

“When we think about partnerships, joint funding often comes to mind,” said Spergel, but informal 
collaborations can also prove successful. “I think we’re being partners when we identify areas where the 
federal government cannot easily invest and we can make those investments. Sometimes philanthropic 
funding can be about de-risking projects.” For example, philanthropic seed funding can act as a catalyst 
to draw follow-on funding from the government. Though the two sectors may not formally work together, 
this touchpoint still offers an opportunity to collaborate around aligned interests. 

A good example of this was the Large Synoptic 
Survey Telescope, now part of the Rubin 
Observatory. Philanthropic investments first 
funded the telescope’s mirror in 2008 and, once 
completed, prompted the National Academies 
Astronomy Decadal Survey to identify the 
continuation of the project as a top priority. 
Spurred by the initial private investment, the 
project became an NSF-Department of Energy 
(DOE) partnership. “It really advanced the 
project at least three or four years to have 
had the [mirror] started with philanthropic 
funding,” said Spergel.

Building on this, Garg—who worked in OSTP 
during the Obama administration prior to 
joining Schmidt Futures—underscored the 
importance of thinking about PPPs in terms of 

Vera C. Rubin Observatory under construction atop Cerro 

Pachón in the Chilean Andes as of September, 2021. 

By Rivera - https://noirlab.edu/public/images/noirlab2124a/

complementary strengths. For example, philanthropy’s ability to de-risk a project can be complemented 
by government’s ability to scale, especially given its spending power. “If you just look at basic R&D, 
philanthropic sector giving pales in comparison to basic R&D investments the [federal] government is 
making in the U.S. alone,” said Garg. Government also provides follow-on capital to basic R&D and often 
serves as a large customer that gives commercial projects traction. 

Philanthropy can also look for opportunities to provide nimbleness and flexibility that government 
agencies might not otherwise have. This was the case during the development of the NSF-Simons Centers 
for Mathematics of Complex Biological Systems. “We were able to provide funding for the centers in ways 
it was more difficult for NSF to fund, through fewer rules on things like supporting visitors, conferences, 
administration, [and] postdocs,” said Spergel. “The goal [of partnership] is really to enable the kind of 
transformative science that we couldn’t do when working on our own,” added Spergel. NSF was able 
to bring the projects rapidly to scale, but also brought connections, expertise, and access to a broader 
community. “The whole was greater than the sum of the parts. We were able to create something that 
has been successful and impactful.”

For its part, the government also brings to the table a unique convening power and the ability to align 
multiple players around common goals. This was on display with the formation of the Brain Research 
through Advancing Innovative Neurotechnologies (BRAIN) Initiative—a PPP created during the Obama 
administration with support from the Kavli Foundation and Simons Foundation, among others. Garg 
noted that “it was easier to bring public sector, philanthropy, and a range of other actors together if you 
could put an overall frame or large initiative that the White House or other folks were championing.”

https://www.lsst.org/
https://www.lsst.org/
https://www.nsf.gov/news/news_summ.jsp?cntn_id=245523
https://www.nsf.gov/news/news_summ.jsp?cntn_id=245523
https://braininitiative.nih.gov/
https://braininitiative.nih.gov/
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Anthony Fauci

Director, NIAID, for the Alliance’s COVID-19 Basic Science Prequels

If you’re a philanthropist and you want to underwrite basic research, 
looking at high-risk basic research is where you could truly have an effect. 
You’d need to seek out scientists who have high-risk, high-impact ideas that 
would not be likely to get funded through the standard NIH peer-review 
process. That’s what I would recommend.

Elevating Basic Science

By bringing basic research to the forefront  
public discourse, the Alliance exposes current 
and prospective philanthropists to the 
potential impact of investments in the field. In 
2021, this included the COVID-19 Basic Science 
Prequels—a year-long series of stories funded 
by the Kavli Foundation and Simons Foundation 
that explored how basic science laid the 
groundwork for the pandemic response. The 
series kicked off with an interview with NIAID 
Director Anthony Fauci and enlisted a team 
of award-winning writers to trace the basic 

To ensure that such partnerships are successful, many members emphasized clear communication about 
expectations at the outset, and the importance of establishing mutual trust, which include personal 
relationships between colleagues in the different partner organizations. “You’ve heard this expression, 
‘you move at the speed of trust,’” said Brooke Smith, director of public engagement with science at 
the Kavli Foundation, who oversaw the establishment of the Science Public Engagement Partnership 
(SciPEP) program. “The trust that needed to be built between our foundation and the [DOE] and the 
individual people that are involved mattered a lot.” 

While no two PPPs look exactly alike, the importance of building relationships, finding mutual interests, and 
leveraging complementary strengths stood out as common threads in all the examples discussed by Spergel, 
Garg, and other members. Given the strong member interest in PPPs, the Alliance plans to prioritize the topic 
in 2022 by creating resources to assist philanthropy and government in forging partnerships.

science origin stories behind many of the breakthroughs and topics that now dominate our daily lives. 
The content has been read by thousands of visitors on covid19prequels.com, has been syndicated by 
funders and media outlets, and has earned praise as an exemplar in basic science communications.

The Alliance’s effort to elevate basic research also received a boost in 2021 with the addition of France Córdova 
as its president in May. France’s platform expanded the Alliance’s presence and reach through op-eds, news 
coverage, and speaking engagements at institutions across the country. Early in her tenure, she penned a piece 
for a Kavli-funded series in Issues in Science and Technology exploring the next 75 years of science policy. The 

https://www.covid19prequels.com/
https://www.covid19prequels.com/
https://scipep.org/
https://scipep.org/
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Spotlight

Alliance Members Communicate a Shared Vision and Values

The vision and values of science philanthropy were on full display with the publication of several articles 
in 2021 by Alliance members. In total, these articles provide a window into the changing trends in science 
philanthropy and foreshadow its promise for the future. 

To stimulate thoughtful dialog and focused actions, and to extend the efficacy of Vannevar Bush’s 1945 
report Science – the Endless Frontier, the Kavli Foundation has funded a series of articles “selected for 
their potential to shape the next 75 years of U.S. science and innovation policy.” These appear in Issues in 
Science and Technology, a publication of the National Academies of Science, Engineering, and Medicine 
(NASEM) and Arizona State University (ASU). 

Introducing the series, former Kavli Foundation President Robert Conn, ASU 
President Michael Crow, Kavli Foundation President Cynthia Friend, and NASEM 
President Marcia McNutt write that “scientific research must be restructured 
to meet society’s needs.” They cite many past studies calling for change in the 
scientific research landscape. Yet they agreed that given the weighty and complex 
challenges of today, and the rapid changes taking place, such a restructuring is still 
a work in progress. 

Robert Conn, a founding board member of the Alliance in, tells the story of the 
emergence of science philanthropy in “Why Philanthropy is America’s Unique 
Research Advantage” (Aug. 11, 2021). He takes the reader on a historical trip through 
four different epochs of science and technology philanthropy, from the country’s 
agricultural days as British colonies to the present “gilded” digital age. He argues 
that philanthropy today, with its different approaches and higher risk tolerance 
when compared to government funding, can bring a distinctive voice and refreshing 
perspectives to science policy and strategy. He illustrates this with recent examples 

France Córdova, president of the Alliance, looks far ahead with “Envisioning 
Science for an Unknown Future” (Aug. 12, 2021). She perceives philanthropists as 
architects for a new future. She writes, “We can prepare today for a better planet, 
a thriving planet, one in which humanity benefits from the discoveries of science. 
We can do that by shoring up today’s science infrastructure, making investments 
in new areas of research and new institutions for research, and embracing a new 
generation of potential discoverers. We can adopt carefully considered policies to 
preserve the integrity of science and foster trust in it. We can acknowledge and 

engage with a progressive international community that has like-minded goals. We can make science 
inclusive, recognizing how much we have to lose when it is not. We can view new ideas with respect and 
interest and take some risks to invest in them.”

Here are insights contributed by Alliance members to the series in Issues: 

of large-scale public-private partnerships. Conn notes that because current and legacy philanthropy 
contributes 44% of the funding for basic science research at American universities and nonprofit research 
institutions, the U.S. has an unparalleled opportunity to make distinctive and positive change.

series, discussed below, also featured prominent figures from Alliance members and allies, demonstrating the 
depth of thinking and knowledge driving the science philanthropy community into the future.

https://issues.org/the-next-75-years-of-us-science-and-innovation-policy-an-introduction/
https://issues.org/philanthropy-science-technology-unique-research-advantage-conn/
https://issues.org/philanthropy-science-technology-unique-research-advantage-conn/
https://issues.org/envisioning-science-unknown-future-philanthropy-cordova/
https://issues.org/envisioning-science-unknown-future-philanthropy-cordova/
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Sloan Foundation President Adam Falk and Program Officer Evan Michelson share 
“A Vision for the Future of Science Philanthropy” (Nov. 9, 2021). They note that 
philanthropy funds research to the tune of more than $2 billion annually. Adding 
university endowment spending makes the impact of philanthropy on science 
$20 billion annually. Thus, they say, philanthropy has the 
resources to make a major difference to discovery. Some 
philanthropies are doing this by creating new paradigms 
for research, such as inventing new kinds of research 

Harvey Fineberg, Alliance Advisory Board chair and president of the Moore 
Foundation, writes about the current pandemic in “Stark, High, and Urgent” (Nov. 
22, 2021), a title that characterizes the stakes of the pandemic for science and 
society. He asks the question, “How can this experience shape science policy 
in the future?” He shows how today’s pandemic has both learned lessons from 
science and has lessons for science. He illustrates the importance of the social and 
behavioral sciences in meeting the goal to combat pandemics effectively.

In addition to this series in Issues, many of the 
Alliance’s members actively participate in the goals 
of civic science—engaging the public with issues 
that arise at the intersection of science and society. 
One of those goals is to strengthen DEI in our 
organizations, the organizations we support, and in 
society at large. This means striving for diversity in 
its many aspects so that science reflects all of us. 
It means identifying and correcting inequities and 
advancing opportunity for everyone. And it means 
listening to and affirming the views of all, a condition 
that promotes belonging. 

discovery and innovation, and multiple means for supporting such paths. This complex dance of science 
and technology motivates a national science strategy that supports basic research in both its curiosity-
driven and its use-inspired forms, while also supporting applied research and, in partnership with private 
sector industry, translational research and development.” They advocate for a diverse set of approaches 
to advancing science.

David Spergel, president of the Simons Foundation, and William Press of UT Austin 
give a different view of the progress of science than that described by Vannevar 
Bush. In their article, “Innovation is not a Linear Race, It’s a Dance Between Discovery 
and Use” (Aug. 17, 2021), they challenge older notions of the methodical, slow march 
of scientific progress. They say that the insights that can lead to innovation can 
come from anywhere, anytime, and that curiosity-driven and use-inspired research 
feed off of and complement each other. They conclude, “Increased spending is 
[essential, but] not enough. We must recognize that there are multiple paths of 

institutions as arms of the philanthropy or providing open access to their own 
novel research instrumentation. The authors advocate for philanthropy supporting 
public understanding of science, nurturing citizen science, and funding scientists 
who wish to contribute in policy-relevant roles. The authors embrace the ideal 
of a “societally responsible” science philanthropy that is sustainable because it 
regularly reviews, assesses, and adjusts its role to improve our world.

https://issues.org/future-science-philanthropy-sloan-michelson-falk/
https://issues.org/stark-high-urgent-stakes-science-during-pandemic-fineberg/
https://issues.org/innovation-dance-between-discovery-use-spergel-press/
https://issues.org/innovation-dance-between-discovery-use-spergel-press/
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Regardless of the outlet or forum, this consistent, thoughtful presence of Alliance members is an uplifting 
sign for the future of science philanthropy. This is momentum the Alliance looks to build on in the 
year ahead—both by contributing its own voice and by creating platforms to spark engagement and 
collaboration across our community.

Here are two examples of recent publications on DEI by Alliance members:

Elizabeth Christopherson, president and CEO of the Rita Allen Foundation, in 
collaboration with others, described “How Science Philanthropy Can Build Equity” 
in the Fall 2021 issue of Stanford Social Innovation Review. The authors note, “It’s time 
for science philanthropy and communication to cocreate a new era of partnership 
with communities of color.” They advocate for “broad public engagement with issues 
that arise at the intersection of science and society.” They detail new efforts, including 
the launch of the Civic Science Fellows program, which a number of Alliance members 
participate in. This is a thoughtful treatise on equity in science and some ways to 
achieve it. 

Similarly, Sloan Foundation Program Director Lorelle Espinosa and Tashera Gale 
of Higher Ed Insight write that “it’s high time for philanthropy to widen our tent” 
after falling short on efforts to diversify STEM fields. Foundations, they note 
in a November op-ed for Inside Philanthropy, are changing their approach to 
grantmaking to be more inclusive of talent. The Sloan Foundation, they say, is 
going to where underrepresented students in science are at—including minority-
serving institutions. This action-oriented piece serves as a clarion call to the science 
philanthropy community.

Strategic Planning

In July 2021, the Alliance launched a strategic planning process that will equip the organization with the 
mission, vision, and focus to guide its work for the next three to five years. Managed by Alliance Strategy 
Director Kate Lowry, this effort began with the formation of a Strategy Roundtable consisting of 10 
individuals from Alliance member organizations, each nominated by a member of the Advisory Board. 
This group met 13 times in 2021 to identify and discuss the big questions facing science philanthropy and 
the future of the Alliance. Guiding this team is the Strategic Planning Committee of the Alliance Advisory 
Board. Led by Elizabeth Christopherson of the Rita Allen Foundation and Claire Pomeroy of the Lasker 
Foundation, this committee developed a vision, mission, and values for the strategic plan. 
 
The Strategy Roundtable identified 15 questions, which fit under the two pillars of increasing philanthropic 
funding for basic science and improving the effectiveness and impact of science philanthropy, or more 
succinctly—new and more effective science philanthropy. Topics included partnerships, international 
engagement, advancing DEI in science, assessing grantmaking effectiveness and impact, science 
communication, national and global science funding trends, and the benefits of Alliance membership.
 
These discussions were accompanied by a survey of the Alliance membership base, along with strategic 
planning breakout sessions at the November members’ meeting. Among other insights, the survey 
demonstrated that networking and being part of a community of science philanthropists and exploring 
collaborations and funding partnerships are among the most important benefits of Alliance membership 
for many members. Additionally, many Alliance members would support the Alliance sharing science 

https://ssir.org/articles/entry/how_science_philanthropy_can_build_equity
https://www.insidephilanthropy.com/home/2021/11/11/philanthropy-has-fallen-short-in-its-efforts-to-make-stem-diverse-equitable-and-inclusive-heres-how-we-can-do-better
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Simons Foundation
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Research Corporation for 
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 Fatu Badiane Markey 
Rita Allen Foundation

Victoria McGovern
Burroughs Wellcome Fund

Evan Michelson
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation

Beatrice Renault
Albert and Mary Lasker Foundation

Brooke Smith
The Kavli Foundation

funding trends and broadening international engagement. These findings and the roundtable’s ongoing 
discussions in early 2022 will inform the draft strategic plan, which will be shared with members for 
comment in May 2022 before being finalized.

As of January 2022, excluding members who wish to remain anonymous

Alliance Members

•        Albert and Mary Lasker Foundation

•        Alfred P. Sloan Foundation

•        Azrieli Foundation

•        Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

•        The Brinson Foundation

•        Burroughs Wellcome Fund

•        Chan Zuckerberg Initiative
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•        Dana Foundation

•        David and Claudia Harding Foundation

•        The David and Lucile Packard Foundation

•        Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation

•        Heising-Simons Foundation

•        John Templeton Foundation

•        The Kavli Foundation

•        The Klarman Family Foundation

•        Leon Levy Foundation
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    Advancement

•        Rita Allen Foundation

•        Ross M. Brown Family Foundation

•        Schmidt Futures

•        Sergey Brin Family Foundation

•        Shanahan Family Charitable Foundation

•        Simons Foundation

•        The Rockefeller Foundation

•        Shurl and Kay Curci Foundation

•        Walder Family Foundation

•        Wellcome

•        Winn Family Foundation

•        Wood Next LLC



In addition to the Strategic Planning Committee previously mentioned, the Advisory Board includes a Governance 
Nomination and Compensation Committee (GNCC) formed in 2020 and chaired by Deanna Gomby, president and 
CEO of the Heising-Simons Foundation. The GNCC had a productive 2021, including the clarification of Advisory 
Board member roles and responsibilities, review of the Alliance’s current policies, and creation of a structure for 
Advisory Board meetings.  Moving forward, they will continue to prioritize activities that support the efficient and 
ethical operation of the Alliance.
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